Sea Swallows, Shipwrecks and Shore Life:
A Guide to Cleveleys and Rossall Beach

FOREWORD
Whilst planning your stay at our luxury Blackpool selfcatering apartments, The Berkeley Apartments, you
probably aren’t aware that it could lead to you coming face
to face with a sea ogre or put you on the trail of a
shipwrecked 19th century vessel.
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Similarly, you may not realise that it can allow you to easily
explore the world of amazing wading birds or view the
remains of a petrified forest.
Yet all of these delights are just 3.4 miles away from our
front door – or just a 9-minute drive, if you prefer to think
of it like that – at Cleveleys.
It’s fair to say that Cleveleys has rapidly become a lesserknown gem, if you know what to look for and where to go.
To help you do just that, we have put this guide to
Cleveleys and Rossall Beach together for you, to help
enrich your stay with us and create wonderful memories.
Whether you love to explore the past, are passionate
about nature, count photography within your hobbies, or
simply can’t wait to find something different for the kids to
explore, we hope it will set you on the right path.
Maggie and Simon
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INTRODUCTION
Cleveleys is literally just a short hop away
from The Berkeley Apartments, whether you
drive, catch a tram from one of the stops just
a stroll away from the front door, cycle
straight up the promenade or even walk the
3.4-mile, super-flat and easy route, keeping
the sea at your side and the fresh air in your
lungs.
The small town of Cleveleys was originally
known a ‘Torentum’ and features in the
Domesday Book. It is often associated with
nearby Thornton and known as Thornton
Cleveleys.These are actually two different
places but their association speaks volumes
about the importance of the railway to
Cleveleys’ growth. The nearest station is
found in Thornton village and passengers
would be told the stop was ‘Thornton for
Cleveleys’.

More drama occurred in 1643, when a
Spanish ship came ashore at Rossall Beach.
Royalists and Cavaliers were fighting it out at
the time and the Cavaliers, with Lord Derby in
charge, had enough local support to march
up the Fylde Coast and claim the ship’s
spoils first. Poor old Oliver Cromwell’s troops
were delayed, by having to march to
Garstang to muster their supporters.
There is a reference to Cleveleys in a diary of
1714 and, by 1783, there was a bathing inn,
enticing people to experience the joys of the
coastline.Local salt works and then chemical
works were established, driving employment
and growth. The railway’s influence spurred
on the town’s development.

We will hear more of what happened in 1894
soon, but suffice to say, there was enough
infrastructure for there to have been a hotel,
The meaning of Cleveleys is that of which played a crucial part in a dramatic
‘woodland clearing near a cliff or bank’. story.
There is no doubt that Cleveleys was once
surrounded by forest and, at low tide in At one point in time, the esteemed architect,
springtime, you can see the remains of a Edwin Lutyens, had drawn up plans for a
petrified forest on its beach, with exposed Cleveleys Garden City. Whilst that dream
tree trunks that date back to 7000 BC, was never realised, there is still much for you
according to radiocarbon dating specialists. to explore in this seaside town.
Cleveleys’ main street is Victoria Road.
Reimagine that as a river, lined with trees.
That is how Cleveleys once looked, with the
town now grown up around what was once a
major river outlet, most probably for the River
Wyre.
The coastline was once much wider than it
appears today and our story within this guide
very much relates to an incident in 1555,
when a ‘tsunami’, or possibly ‘bog burst’, led
to the sea water engulfing several villages,
including that of Singleton Thorpe, and also
the Forest of Amounderness. The sea never
fully retreated.
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EN ROUTE TO CLEVELEYS:
THE BISPHAM AND
LITTLE BISPHAM TRAM
STOPS
Turning right, when you leave The Berkeley
Apartments, will take you up the promenade.
Your first main port of call, en route to
Cleveleys, will be Bispham and it is worth
looking out for an interesting feature from
the 1930s there, especially as you compare
it with a sister construction from just a few
years later.
The Bispham Tram Station is a gem which
dates from 1932, when Blackpool was very
much a place to visit, especially if you
worked in a mill or northern factory, and
when the town was all about promoting
escapism, with a focus on sunshine, fresh air
and the latest fashions.

The sunburst motif used on the station
expresses the joy of the seaside vacation
that the 1930s town planners wished to
communicate, whilst the classic references
really speak volumes about the fact that civic
dignity was still important, to counterbalance
this.
After leaving this station, if you travel on,
passing Norbreck Castle on your right, you
will come to the Little Bispham Tram Station,
built just three years after Bispham Tram
Station, but expressing how much
modernism had flourished in that time.
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This station is bull-nosed at both ends,
reflecting the moderne movement, and used
faience (glazed ceramic ware) for its
columns. A semi-circular shelter was also
included at the rear, so that visitors could
enjoy views of the Irish Sea.
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The Bispham Tram Station was one of the
architectural works created by the Borough
Surveyor, John Charles Robinson, and it
served the tramway – one of the prides of the
town. The Bispham Tram Station contained a
ticket hall and boasted indoor waiting
rooms.Its
design
was
conservative,
incorporating classical features from the
early 1930s, including stately colonnades,
which tempered the sharp geometry of its
horizontal design. A little bit of the ‘moderne’
artistic movement also shone through.

Had the Second World War not broken out,
Blackpool Promenade would have had
another dozen shelters to this design,
providing shelter, toilet facilities and a rear
shelter with a view. Unfortunately, Robinson’s
plans for these were completely scuppered
by the hostilities.

THE ABANA SHIPWRECK
Close to the Little Bispham Tram Station,
where there is seafront parking available for
a small price (postcode FY5 1AF), you can
get on the trail of a real-life shipwreck,
actually spotting the beams of an 1894 ship
still buried in the sands, at low tide. The ship
in question is the Abana - a ship that was
sailing from Liverpool to Florida, when she
came unstuck in bad weather in the Irish Sea,
on 22 December 1894.
The story goes that the captain mistook
Blackpool Tower as a lighthouse and, having
steered close to North Pier, then had his ship
carried along by the North Shore drift, which
tends to beach vessels close to Cleveleys.

The ship’s bell was saved, however, and was
given, along with the dog, to the landlord of
the Cleveleys Hotel. The bell now hangs in St
Andrew’s Church in Cleveleys, should you be
able to gain access to see it.
Whilst you can cross the sands at low tide to
see the shipwreck up close for yourself, be
very careful. The tide here can create a
sandbank that can see you cut off. That
could mean wading through deep water to
get back to the promenade but it could be
more dangerous than that. If you do venture
on to the sands, be extremely cautious and
keep your wits about you, monitoring the tide
if it should be coming back in.

On the night in question, the landlord of the
Cleveleys Hotel spotted the ship in trouble at
sea and raised the alarm. The Blackpool
lifeboat was dispatched to assist the vessel,
but the seas were so rough that it could not
enter the sea in Blackpool and had to be
taken overland, for launch at Bispham.
The Abana had a crew of 17 and one ship’s
dog, belonging to Captain Danielson. The
lifeboat crew, already numbering 16,
shepherded the stricken crew – and dog –
aboard and took them to safety. The 500
tons of ballast that the ship was carrying,
which was supposed to be exchanged for
timber on arrival in Florida, was not so lucky.
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THE SHIPWRECK
MEMORIAL
This thought-provoking piece of public art
can be found on the boundary between
Blackpool Borough and Wyre Borough. If you
are walking along the promenade, this is
marked with the word Cleveleys, laid out in
stone. This is not visible from the road,
however, so you will find the Shipwreck
Memorial on the Anchorsholme stretch of
promenade, where the old sea wall meets
the new and opposite Kingsway and the park.
You can actually spot the top of the tall
brown, steel structure above the sea wall.
The memorial is a 4.6m-tall memorial to all of
the ships that have been shipwrecked on the
Fylde Coast, between St Annes in the south
and Fleetwood in the north. These
shipwrecks have taken place between 1643
and 2008, with the last major vessel being
that of MS Riverdance, which was beached at
this very point on the coast.
The name of each ship has been pierced
through sheets of 15mm-thick Corten
weathered steel on two plaques that also
give the date on which the ship was wrecked.
This technique was used, so as to give a
lighter feel to the sculpture and to create
interesting shadows.
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This highly decorative metalwork is held in
place by two large greenheart timber
structures, to give the sculpture the feel of a
ship. To add to the nautical mood, there is a
hole in the structure, reminiscent of a
porthole, through which the seascape can be
viewed and fabulous photographs taken,
whether you look south to Blackpool or north
to Fleetwood.
It is hard to take your eyes off names and
dates such as Annie Reed 1875, Sirene 1892
and Pearl 1895 and, if you have already
visited the site of the Abana, you will be sure
to wish to seek that out, just to the left of the
port hole. The very first entry on the plaques
is that of the 1643 ship we mentioned earlier,
which led to a quest to grab Spanish booty.
The names of the ships are surrounded by a
selection of words taken from The Seaman’s
Hymn. The lyrics of that hymn, in full, are:
Come all you brave seamen,
Wherever you're bound,
And always let Nelson's
Proud memory go round.
And pray that the wars
And the tumult shall cease,
For the greatest of gifts
Is a sweet, lasting peace.
May the Lord put an end
To these cruel old wars,
And bring peace and contentment
To all our brave tars!
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CLEVELEYS CLOCK SHELTER

THE SEA SWALLOWS

As you drive or walk up the promenade from
The Shipwreck Memorial, you will come to a
point where you see a shelter on a
roundabout, which carries clocks on four
faces. This clock shelter was built in 1928, as
a complement to the New Promenade, which
was opened on September 17, 1927. It marks
the end of the Cleveleys high street, which is
Victoria Road West.

As you arrive at The Sea Swallows sculpture,
pretty much opposite the Cleveleys Clock
Shelter, where the road meets the
promenade, you are right at the heart of what
is known as the Mythic Art Coast Trail. At this
point, you are submerged into children’s
story-book land, the history, myths and
legends of the Fylde Coast and their
representation through sculptural works.
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This shelter was restored in 2014, following a
local community campaign, as much of
Cleveleys’ Art Deco heritage had
disappeared through development works
and many saw the shelter as a symbol of the
past. Originally, it was situated close to
where an arena for outdoor shows was
located.

The sculptures you will now encounter take
their inspiration from the children’s storybook The Sea Swallows, written by Gareth
Thompson and illustrated by Hannah McGee.
This story draws its strength from tales of
the lost village of Singleton Thorpe, which
we mentioned earlier, plus folklore relating
to sea creatures.

Over the years, locals referred to the shelter
as ‘The Birdcage’ and also ‘The Four-faced
Liar’, as it was felt that its four clocks never
kept identical time. That may have been
because they had to be hand-wound, with
the keeper mounting a ladder to perform this
task from within the clock tower.

In the book, the main protagonist, Mary, has
to battle a sea ogre, who threatens to engulf
the town by creating a great wave, using his
huge paddle. Mary has to save the day by
acquiring his Golden Shell and, thereafter,
the sea swallows keep watch over the town.
The graceful, white Sea Swallows sculpture
depicts the swallows doing just that,
watching over the heart of Cleveleys, strewn
down Victoria Road West. The swallows are
shown emerging from the pages of a book
that is coming to life, in a 10-metre tall piece
of art, which was fabricated and installed by
Cumbria’s Chris Bramall Ltd, to a design by
Stephen Broadbent.

A mystery surrounds the clocks. At some
point in the 1980s, they went missing.
Nobody knows where those clocks went.
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The main sculpture is formed of coated
aluminium, with a granite base, supplied by
Hardscape. Illustrations from the book have
been carved by Chinese artisans and blasted
into the granite base, and the plinth carries
the words: “Down in the Lune Deep.Many
miles below the sea. A strange boy steals
something precious.The Sea-Ogre awakes.
And our story begins.”
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The sculpture, now a beacon within the town
of Cleveleys and topped by its two
protective swallows, also carries the words
from the final paragraph of the book, “For at
night they stand together on the sea wall, as
if protecting the town with their great white
wings.”
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THE PETRIFIED FOREST

THE OGRE

This feature at Cleveleys is not fictional and
can be found by looking out to the beach at
the point where Victoria Road West ends. At
low tide, it is sometimes possible to see the
remains of the trees that once stood where
the beach is now, with the visual clues
coming in the form of logs and tree trunks.
This forest has been dated back to the Ice
Age. It may be particularly visible following a
storm, high tide or gale, when the sand has
been moved around significantly. It will be
about as far as the sea has gone out, but do
watch out for those channels and sandbanks
that we have already warned you about, as
you do not want to get cut off.

The Paddle certainly whets the appetite for
an encounter with the Ogre himself but you
have to make sure you arrive here at low tide,
in order to do that. For much of the time, the
Ogre lurks in the marine depths offshore and
is not visible until the tide retreats, hence
what can be a very green appearance, if he
has not recently been cleaned. To find him,
you need to look for a groyne (a wooden
barrier) stretching out towards the sea and
seek him out, as he can be very well-hidden
and blend in with his surroundings and the
green weather-beaten rocks. At low tide, the
Ogre sits at the groyne’s end, being
obligingly photogenic (for an ogre!).
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THE OGRE'S PADDLE
The next sculpture for you to encounter is
the Ogre’s Paddle, a 9.2-metre long, 1.7metre wide and 1.5 tonnes in weight piece of
art, carved and fabricated in purple heart
timber – a type of tropical hardwood - by the
wood carver, John Merrill. The paddle carries
the inscription, “The Sea Ogre’s paddle
drifted up, to lie on the muddy sand like
some strange offering.”
The Ogre’s Paddle, which you will find where
the gym is located just behind, changes in
colour, over time, due to the impacts of wind,
rain, sunshine and sand, which all weather
the wood. It is possible to sit on the arm and
pose for a photo – quite something for the
family album!
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He is most definitely the baddy of The Sea
Swallows book and lives up to that
reputation in size, being a 4-metre ogre with
red glowing eyes, who was hand-carved from
one massive single block of limestone, by
the stonemason Adrian Wright. The Sea Ogre
weighs 12 tonnes and comprises both
polished and unpolished limestone. He gazes
towards Mary’s Shell, just a short distance
further along the beach.
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MARY'S SHELL

ROSSALL BEACH

Close to the seafront café, at the northern
end of Cleveleys promenade, opposite
Jubilee Gardens, you will find the stunning
piece of artwork that is Mary’s Shell – but
again, only at low tide!

As you head north past Mary’s Shell and with
The Venue on your right, you will come to the
sand and shingle beach that is Rossall
Beach, markedly wilder than Cleveleys
beach and, unlike Cleveleys beach, a place
on which you can allow your dog to have
some fun too all year round (on Cleveleys
main beach, dogs are only allowed on the
sands in low season).

This is the public art representation of Mary’s
Golden Shell from The Sea Swallows
children’s story, which Mary acquires, to
save the town from the tsunami caused by
the Sea Ogre’s Paddle. It is an 8-metre long,
4-metre tall masterpiece of design, weighing
16.5 tonnes and fastened to a concrete
foundation cast into the beach. If the tide is
in, all you may see is the very top of the shell,
30 metres out into the sea; when it is out,
twice daily, you can crawl inside and see
words from The Sea Swallows etched inside,
as well as taking stunning photography and
listening to the sounds of the sea in a unique
way – from inside a stainless steel,
beautifully shaped and designed Conch
shell!
This much-photographed shell was crafted
by Chris Brammall Ltd of Cumbria, to concept
models by Stephen Broadbent.
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Shingle will give way to sand, if you wish to
walk on Rossall Beach and get some grains
between your toes, but it is also a great spot
to just reflect and achieve some mindfulness.
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Rossall Beach is a glorious place to sit and
observe the seascape, nature and the rest of
the world. Fishermen will often frequent the
beach, setting up their rods, whilst
beachcombers will discover shells, small sea
creatures, mermaids’ purses and interesting
driftwood.
Nature loves this beach and the seaweed
that is home to ‘lunch’ and ‘dinner’ for sea
birds. The species you could spot here
include sanderling, knot, oystercatcher and
turnstone, the latter distinguished by doing
just what their name suggests, whilst seeking
out their food.
Water sports, such as kitesurfing and
paddleboarding also take place here and if
you have keen eyes or a pair of binoculars,
keep them trained on the sea, as you may
spot porpoises, dolphins or seals.

23

6

It is said that this was the location for the lost
village of Singleton Thorpe, with the name
Singleton
referencing
shingle.
Archaeologists have found evidence of
medieval houses along the beach area and it
is believed that a tsunami type event did
destroy several villages along the Fylde
Coast in 1555. Some say only four people
survived from Singleton Thorpe and that they
went on to found the settlement of Singleton,
a few miles away inland. As Singleton is
nowhere near the sea, it could be true.
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PRODUCED BY:
The Berkeley Apartments
6 Queen’s Promenade
Blackpool
FY2 9SQ
01253 351244
www.theberkeleyblackpool.co.uk
email: info@theberkeleyblackpool.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/theberkeleyinblackpool
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SUMMING UP
We hope you can use this guide as the basis
for a wonderful day out in Cleveleys,
exploring what is on the shoreline with more
insight, understanding the landscape all
around and not missing out on anything.
Do read our other downloadable guides and
blogs for more inspiration and, of course, if
you’ve not already done so, do come and
experience our warm welcome and creature
comforts at The Berkeley Apartments,
Blackpool.
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